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Vintage Pocket Watches, Wrist Watches, Accessories & Jewelry
"How To Use" Guide - Pocket Watch Case Styles & Use
Screw Back & Bezel (SB&B): FX CfﬁZEL

This style of watch case is an open face case, with a direct view of the dial. Both the front bezel and back / B
cover screw on and off. The bezel is the front rim of the watch's case that covers the dial and where the crystal is i

secured to the watch. f 1
To remove either the front or the back, hold the frame (side) of the watch with one hand and grip the edge of || = ft
the case. Turn counter-clockwise until the bezel is free from the frame. Reverse the process to seatthe frontorback | ‘¢ 5 &
cover back onto the watch frame. . CLOSE
= casg| Hinge Back (HB) and Hinge Back & Bezel (HB&B):
\—/ e This style of watch case is an open face case, with a direct view of the dial. On the HB&B style, both the
xSy frontbezel and back cover(s) have hinges, while the HB style will have a hinged back cover but could have eithera

screw bezel (see above) or friction fit bezel (see below). The bezel is the front rim of the watch's case that covers
the dial and where the crystal is secured to the watch.

To open the hinged cover, hold the frame (side) of the watch with one hand and, with a thin-bladed pocket
knife in the other hand, use the knife to gently pop open the bezel or back cover(s) using a slight rotating and
inward-push motion at the case lips. Case lips are slightly extended, or depressed, sections of metal on the front
and back of the case, normally found near the 1 o’clock position. To close the case, place a thumb at the edge of
the front or back cover at 2 and 10 o’clock and press firmly until you hear the snap-sound indicating the back or
bezelis properly seated.

Hunting Case (HC) and Demi-Hunting Case (demi-HC):

This style of watch case has a cover that conceals the dial and a stem/crown positioned at
3 o'clock as opposed to the usual 12 o'clock orientation. In addition to offering a variation in style,
the hunting case also affords protection to the dial (face) and crystal of the watch. A variation of
this style is called Demi-Hunting, which includes a circular window in the case's front cover that
allows the time to be read without opening the case.

To open the front cover, depress the crown towards the watch; most hunting cases are
spring loaded and will open to reveal the dial with no need for a pocket knife. To close the front, e
once again depress the crown towards the watch with one hand and with the other hand, lower the ..\
front case until it is flush with the case frame. Releasing the crown to the “wind set” position will
then return the interior spring to the closed position and will re-secure the front cover.

To open the back cover(s), follow the instructions above for the hinged back style.

i Swing-Out or Swing-Ring Case (SRC):

CROWN - A swing-out case, also known as a swing-ring case (SRC), is an open face style case with a removable
G front bezel and an interior hinged movement ring that allows access to the movement by swinging the watch out
from the back case cover. The bezel is the front rim of the watch's case that covers the dial and where the crystal
is secured to the watch.
To remove the front bezel, use the above instructions for the SB&B case style or the HB&B case style
depending on the style of your SRC.
7 To then gain access to the movement, once the front bezel is removed, pull the crown out from the watch
ASE| {6 the “time set” position. There will be a depressed lip, usually near the 6 o’clock position, where you can fit a
thin-bladed knife to help lever the movement ring from the case back.
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If you feel resistance near the crown when attempting to swing the watch from the case, gently turning the crown may alleviate
some friction by aligning the interior stem with the movement. To close the watch, lower the movement ring back into the case, making
sure that it is flush with the case frame, and then screw or snap the bezel back onto the watch case. See the above instructions for
additional information if needed.

Friction Fit Case:

Afriction fit case will typically be an open face style case where the front bezel and back cover are held to the watch case frame
tightly with friction only; there are no hinges or screw-down closures such as those detailed above.

To open either the front or the back, hold the frame (side) of the watch with one hand and, with a thin-bladed pocket knife in the
other hand, use the knife to gently pop open the bezel or back cover(s) using a slight rotating and inward-push motion at the case lips.
Case lips are slightly extended, or depressed, sections of metal on the front and back of the case, normally found near the 1 o’clock
position. To close either the case front or back, visually confirm you have the front bezel or back cover lined up properly with the frame
then place a thumb atthe edge at 2 and 10 o’clock and press firmly until you hear the snap-sound indicating the bezel or back is properly
seated
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